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1
PERFORATED MUSICAL BOW

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to the field of bows for use in playing
stringed musical instruments, such as violin, viola, cello or
string bass.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the invention, a light and stiff bow may
comprise a tubular stick having a plurality of spaced perfora-
tions, provided with a frog, a head, and a tensioning arrange-
ment. According to the invention it is not necessary to utilize
any rare or expensive rainforest woods such as pernambuco or
ebony, since according to the invention a bow may be con-
structed from aluminum and nylon.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a side elevation of the handle portion of a bow
according to the invention.

FIG. 2 is a side elevation of the head portion of a bow
according to the invention.

FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the central portion of a perfo-
rated stick of a bow according to the invention.

FIG. 4 is an end view of the head of a bow according to the
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Referring now to FIGS. 1-4, the invention will be described
in detail.

Referring now to FIG. 1, stick 1 comprises a hollow cylin-
drical tube approximately 284" long. Stick 1 may be 6061
aluminum with an OD of 34" and a wall thickness of V32".
Stick 1 may be tempered for added strength, e.g., T6. Other
suitable lightweight, durable and appropriately-resonant
materials may be selected for stick 1. Stick 1 and/or its walls
may be tapered, but need not be tapered.

Stick 1 is provided with apertures 2 substantially along its
length. Apertures 2 may be 0.175" diameter and spaced sub-
stantially uniformly 0.3" on center. Stick 1 may be provided
with four rows of apertures 2; each row being 90 degrees
spaced from its neighbor. Neighboring rows may be stag-
gered so that the centers of apertures 2 are offset from row to
row—whereby the uniformity of the width of the webs
between apertures 2 is maximized. Each row may have
approximately sixty of apertures 2.

Apertures 2 may alternatively be of varying diameter and
spacing from end to center to end, to make stick 1 stiffer in its
central region (the region in FIG. 3). Apertures 2 may be of
shapes other than circular, such as elliptical, triangular or
oblong.

Apertures 2 serve to perforate stick 1 to reduce its weight
without unduly affecting its strength. Approximately 40% of
the starting weight of stick 1 may be reduced by means of
such perforations.

The stated dimensions are for a violin bow, so for other
instruments adjustment in dimensions may be made.

Frog 3 is movably engaged upon stick 1 by means of its ring
4 encircling stick 1. Frog 3 is provided with aperture 5. Frog
3 may be, e.g., nylon or filled nylon.

Stick 1 is provided at its frog end with button 6. Button 6
may be wood, metal, nylon or filled nylon. The weight of
button 6 may be adjusted as desired to balance the bow
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assembly. Button 6 may be pressfit into the end of stick 1, or
retained therein by adhesive. Button 6 is provided with aper-
ture 7.

Lashing 8 is secured at one end to deadeye 9. Deadeye 9
may be a steel ring.

The other end of lashing 8 when in use passes through
aperture 7 of button 6 (as shown in FIG. 1) and may be looped
directly around crook 10 of frog 3, directly back to and
through deadeye 9, then directly to and through aperture 5 of
frog 3, and then be looped around stick 1 multiple times and
secured thereto by one or more half-hitches. In this manner, a
three-part tackle is arranged to tension frog 3 by drawing it
back towards button 6 while holding frog 3 securely to stick 1.

Referring now to FIGS. 2 and 4, the distal end of stick 1 is
inserted into head 11 which may be of the same material as
frog 3. Head 11 may be pressfit to stick 1, or secured by
adhesive. Stick 1 may be a hollow tube with bore 12 down its
central axis.

Referring now to FIG. 3, stick 1 may be provided substan-
tially along its length with rows of perforations 2.

Stick 1 may preferably be pre-cambered with a bend (as is
known in the art, e.g., the so-called Tourte-style bow) so that
upon tensioning, stick 1 is stiff.

Itwill be appreciated that frog 3 and head 11 (if not secured
by adhesive) may be rotated about the axis of stick 1 when
stick 1 is not under tension, whereby the point of maximum
camber of stick 1 may be positioned exactly in line with frog
3 and head 11, or alternatively be offset somewhat to the side
(so as better to resist side pressure on stick 1 when the hair is
not played flat). Such a convenient adjustment is not feasible
in the case of the conventional wooden bow in which its head
is integral with the stick; and its frog is restrained from rota-
tion by a mortise in the stick.

Frog 3 may according to the invention alternatively be
secured to stick 1 in the conventional manner, by an eyelet and
screw. However, such conventional arrangement may be less
secure than the lashing as above described. Tight lashing of
frog 3 to stick 1 may enhance the acoustical properties of the
assembly.

A violin bow according to an embodiment of the invention
(with a button 6 of maple wood), when assembled with horse-
hair and a lapping of heatshrink tubing, weighs approxi-
mately 534 grams.

The invention is not limited to the exact embodiments
shown and described, and may be realized in such other ways
as will be apparent to the skilled artisan, utilizing the teach-
ings of the invention.

The invention claimed is:

1. A bow for stringed musical instrument use comprising a
tubular stick provided with a plurality of spaced perforations,
a frog, a head, and a tensioning mechanism; said stick having
a first end region and a second end region; said frog engaging
with said stick within said first end region and defining its
extents; said head engaging with said stick within said second
end region and defining its extents; and said plurality of
spaced perforations comprising perforations located at posi-
tions on said stick between said first end region and said
second end region.

2. A bow according to claim 1, said tensioning mechanism
comprising a tackle having at least a three-times mechanical
advantage.

3. A bow according to claim 1, said perforations being
substantially circular and arranged in staggered rows.

4. A bow according to claim 3, the number of said rows
being at least two.

5. A bow according to claim 3, said stick being aluminum
and said frog and head being plastic.
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6. A bow according to claim 1, said perforations numbering
at least sixteen.

7. Abow accordingto claim 1, said perforations numbering
at least forty and being arranged in at least two rows.
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